Travel Rotorua
IN SOME WAYS, visiting Rotorua is like
travelling back in time. You can marvel at
ancient geological features and immerse
yourself in the Maori culture that predates
European settlement by hundreds of years.
But the more you explore, the more you
realise that nothing about this vibrant,
dynamic region is stuck in the past. The
people here want their ecological and cultural
treasures to flourish for centuries to come,
and sharing them with visitors is helping
to make that happen.
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of the very spots you're standing in.
The app is particularly impressive
during the 45-minute boat cruise on Lake
Rotomahana that forms part of the
Waimangu experience. As the boat zooms
over the sites where the Pink and White
Terraces ar� thought to be submerged, you
can whip out your phone and, through the
magic of augmented reality, see them
resurrected in front of your eyes.
MAORI CULTURAL HUB
Te Puia Maori cultural centre (tepuia.com)
began its life in the 1920s as the New
Zealand Maori Arts and Crafts Institute.
The school is still going strong, and around
it has grown a thriving compound, with a
mara�, kiwi house, restaurant, shop and
the crowning glory: POhutu, the southern
hemisphere's largest geyser.
You can visit Te Puia during the day or
at night, but the best approach is to get a
combination ticket, so you can tour the
school and kiwi house and then take part
in an unforgettable cultural evening.
First, you watch your hangi dinner being
lowered into the ground to be cooked.
You're then welcomed on to the marae with
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GEOTHERMAL WONDERLAND
When Mount Tarawera erupted in 1886, it
tore a 17km rift in the land, obliterated the
Pink and White Terraces - the Eighth Wonder
of the World - created seven enormous
craters and formed 800ha Lake Rotomahana.
It's mind-boggling to think of such a
violent geological event happening in recent
history, yet the evidence is all around you at
Waimangu Volcanic Valley (waimangu.
co.nz), the site of the eruption's aftermath.
Although the lush valley is breathtakingly
beautiful, its bubbling hot springs and
gey��rs also serve as a reminder of how
pow'erful and unpredictable nature can be.
The volcano extinguished all life within
a 6km radius, so everything you see as you
wander the valley's tracks today is part of an
ecosystem that's less than 150 years old. The
first sign of this new life - a tiny sproul
emerging from a crater - was spotted just
30 days after the eruption. In the decades
that followed, onlookers witnessed what
must have seemed like a miracle: a replay
of the beginning of life on Earth.
You can get a sense of that spectacular
transformation thanks to Waimangu's latest
development, a clever smartphone app
that, among other things, lets you
compare historical and present-day photos
Right: Cultural
experiences at
Te Puia. Left:
The Inferno Crater
lake in the Waimangu
Volcanic Valley.
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Travel Rotorua
counting). Seeing little newborn chicks
snuggled up in their incubators or being
weighed by their carers will melt your heart
and have you cursing the predators
threatening their existence.

shimmery glory, but over the
years the park has expanded beyond
that to become a conservation and
education superstar.
Close encounters with its residents
- friendly kaka that follow you around
their enclosure, eels as thick as inner
tubes, graceful kerer0 and tOi, and
tuatara that might outlive us, our children
and grandchildren - help get visitors
excited about protecting indigenous
flora and fauna.
In recent years, Rainbow Springs has
also introduced the Big Splash water ride
and Playscapes, educational play areas for
kids. The piece de resistance, though, is
the new Kiwi Burrow Experience, in which
you can learn about our endangered
national icon through high-tech
interactive exhibits. For $10 extra, which
goes straight to helping the kiwi, you can
get a behind-the-scenes tour of the
National Kiwi Hatchery, the birthplace
of an incredible 1900 birds (and

a p0whiri ceremony. Inside the wharenui,
you're treated to a joyful, high-energy
performance of traditional waiata and
haka. (It's impossible not to grin watching
audience members come on stage and
gamely try to master the haka and the poi.)
After feasting on an epic buffet in Te Puia's
restaurant, visitors head back outside for
hot chocolate and storytelling under the
stars- and to await the eruption of the
P0hutu Geyser, which happens about
twice an hour, reaching heights of 30m.
When the moment comes, the whole
audience is momentarily in awe. It's so
beautiful that even Te Puia staff who see the
geyser every day can't resist surreptitiously
taking out their phones to capture a photo.
CONSERVATION SUCCESS STORY
If you've visited Rotorua, you probably have
fond memories of Rainbow Springs Nature
Park (rainbowsprings.co.nz) and specifically
of the trout that used to be its main feature.
They're still there in all their spotty,
Clockwise from top:
POhutu Geyser; above
the treetops with
Rotorua Canopy Tours.
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HIGH-SPEED ADVENTURE
Dansey Road Scenic Reserve is one of
precious few virgin native forests left in
New Zealand. The reason it was never
logged was, fittingly, tourism. In the 1800s,
a railway was built through this 1000-year
old forest to transport visitors to the Pink
and White Terraces. Thankfully, the powers
that be thought the trees added a nice scenic
touch to the rail journey.
Although the reserve was safe from
chainsaws, introduced pests were another
story. Possums, stoats and rats wreaked
havoc on the greenery and birdlife until
2012, when hope emerged in the unlikely
form of an adventure-tourism company:
Rotorua Canopy Tours (canopytours.co.nz),
which built a network of zip lines, bridges
and platforms in and above the trees.
Now, you can don a harness and helmet
and spend three hours zooming around the
forest on cables, seeing it from a vantage
point few people get to experience. Part of
the money from ticket sales goes towards
Rotorua Canopy Tours' comprehensive
trapping system, which has almost eradicated
pests from the forest in fewer than seven
years, with no government funding.
The Ultimate Canopy Tour takes you high
above the forest floor and features six zip
lines, the longest extending 400m. Apart

from the odd set of steps, it isn't too
physically u�mantling, buL it's ci:rlainly a
mental challenge for anyone afraid of
heights. Luckily, the guides are skilled at
acrophobe-handling. Hearing the whoops
of previously terrified zip liners ringing out
through the forest might be the best part of
the whole experience.
MAGIC IN THE REDWOODS
For a more sedate treetop experience, try
the Redwoods Treewalk (treewalk.co.nz),
a 700m suspended walkway through the
protected Californian Coast Redwoods in
Whakarewarewa Forest. The network of
platforms and suspension bridges calls to
mind the Ewok village from Star Wars but
is rather more romantic, especially at night,
when it's lit up by striking David Trubridge
designed lanterns and little spotlights that
dance over the ferns below. It's no wonder
this has become a favourite spot for
marriage proposals.
Like so many Rotorua attractions, the
Treewalk has a strong sustainability focus.
The platforms and bridges are ingeniously
rigged so they don't touch the fragile bark of
the trees, and some of the profits go towards
planting more ferns across the forest floor.
A tip: allow yourself 45 minutes to stroll

From above: Redwoods
Treewalk: the
Nightlights, when the
forest rs illuminated
with David Trubridge•
designed lanterns; a
kiwi at Te Puia.
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ATTICUS FINCH

One of the many excellent options on
Eat Streat, Rotorua's covered dining
precinct. This sophisticated bistro is
a favourite with the locals, has
gourmet dishes designed to share
and wine, cocktails and craft beer.
atticusfinch.co.nz
ABRACADABRA CAFE & BAR

A laid-back spot for everything from
early breakfasts to late-night drinks.
There are lots of vegetarian, vegan
and gluten-free options available in this

along the Treewalk, and skip the worst of

the night-time queues (the wait Lime can be
more than an hour-and-a-half) by arriving
before darkness properly falls.

GLOW-WORMS AT THE LAKE

More after-dark excitement awaits at Paddle
Board Rotorua (paddleboardrotorua.com).
The Glowworm Tour begins at twilight on

one of Rotorua's 18 lakes. It doesn't matter
if you've never paddleboarded before. It's a
bit like riding a bike; once you get a feel for

Above left: Riding
through the redwoods
in Whakarewarewa
Forest. Above right: On
Paddle Board Rotorua's
Glowworm Tour.

cafe, a converted 1940s house.
abracadabracafe.com
ROTORUA NIGHT MARKET

Every Thursday from 5pm to 9pm,
.
food trucks and stalls line the streets
downtown, and local musicians
entertain while you eat and socialise.
rotoruanz.com//ive/inner-city/
night-market

Sleep
MILLENNIUM HOTEL ROTORUA

Ever been tempted to spend your
entire holiday just relaxing at your

hotel? The Millennium induces that
feeling, with its peaceful resort vibe
and ample facilities: two restaurants,
a bar, a heated swimming pool and
a spa with a full range of luxury
treatments. Treat yourself to a Club
Room and get VIP treatment in the
Club Lounge, including a lavish
breakfast spread and cocktails and
canapes in the evening.
mi//enniumhote/s.com/en/Rotorua
REGENT OF ROTORUA

A luxury boutique hotel in the city
centre with all the trimmings,
including a private mineral pool
and an award-winning fine-dining
restaurant, the Regent Room. The
compact but comfortable "Cutie
Rooms" for solo travellers or
couples live up to Lheir name.
regentrotorua.co.nz
QUEST ROTORUA CENTRAL

Recently voted the best hotel in New
Zealand in the TripAdvisor Travellers'
Choice Awards for the third year
running. Quest's serviced apartments
all come with kitchen facilities, so it's
a great option if you don't fancy
dining out for every meal.
questapartments.co.nz 0

it, the wobbles subside and it becomes as
easy and meditative as walking, which

means you can relax and enjoy the beauty

Getting there
ROTORUA

Wilson purposely limit groups to six

people to keep the experience friendly and
only source of light, and it's time for the
highlight of the three-hour experience.

Sit down on your paddle board and follow

your guide into a narrow cave alight with
thousands of glow-worms. It's truly

spectacular. Lie back, let the warm water
lap up around you, and be reminded, yet

again, that nature is far more beautiful

and impressive than anything humans can
create. Our job is simply to look after it.
rotoruanz.com
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0800737000
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Air New Zealand
operates daily, non-stop
flights to Rotorua from
Auckland, Wellington and
Christchurch, with
connections across
the domestic network.

intimate. Soon, the moon and stars are the
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of the lake at sunset.

Company owners Matt Barnard and Nev

<

AIR NEW ZEALAND�
A STAR ALLIANCE MEMBER

<

:,
a:
0

...

0
a:

z
0

�z
;:::
"'
UJ

0

>
I
Q.
<
a:

Cl
0

...

0

I
Q.

